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TO THE RIGHT WOR- 
SHIPFVLL KNIGHTS, SIR Faxvpi- 
nawpo Gorcss, Commander of his Maicſtics 

Fort at Plimmonth, Sir WiLLiam STRODE of News 
ingham , Sir Warvvick HELE of Wenbury, 
Sir CurR1STOPHER HanyYs of Rad- 

@ ferd,and tothe Worſh GEzoRGsS 
CuvpLEiGhH of Strach- 


leigh Eſquier, 


IGHT WORSHIPFVLL, Let irnot (1 
beſeech you) be thought preſumption m me, to 
preſent that now to your view by Penne, which 
not long ſince, 1 commended to your eares by 

A, Vayce. 1 am, among many others, thankefull ts 

God,who hath put it /1to your hearts, both to commiſerate, and 

to helpe, the | neceſſitie of an vntaught Towne, by pro= 

| abliſhneent of a weekely Leftare mit. [ hope,the 


curing the e 
Lordſbal remember you in goodneſſe, according to that which Nehem.$.19, - 


berein you hane cared to doe for that people. eAnd | doubt not 
but the ſowles which ſhall reape comfort by the ordinance of 
God, there, Will bleſſe you, and God for you, acknowledging you 
bi Inſtruments for their beſt Good. It is fallen to my lotby your 
chuling,to be one in this Preaching-courſe : when my firſt turne 
came, [ thought it futing, to hanſell (45 it were) the Buſmeſſe, 
by treating vpon the worth and neceſſitie of that ſernice which 
the reſt of my Brethren and my ſelfe. were there called to diſ- 
ebarge; that both they which wanted it, might ouderſtand their 
Hazard, and they which entoyed it might 29 their Happines, 
if they might be ſo happie as to embrace it, This thing thus la- 
boured mby me,(according to my meaſure)tbough it was g lad- 
A 3 . I 
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ly entertained by the moſt, yet by ſome it was not ſo whoſly ap - 
proued of, but thought in ſome particulars, to ſmell toomnch 
of ſelfe-opinion, Thu hath moxed me (contrarie to my firjt 
thoughts )to aduentare it by printing,upon the ( ommoen Cen- 
ſore. [ bane delinered nothing 1n it, but that which I bane lear- 
ned,partly in the Vnimerſitie, partly ſmce by my poore ſtudies in 
the (onntry.and that from the chiefeſt for learning, Place, and 
Paines, m this our Engliſh (hurch; whereof [reiojceto be 4 
ſonne, and wherein, it ſhall be [4 #lorie and my crowne in the 
day of Chri/f to hane been employed as a Minilter. Now, | am 
beld,to ſhroud it under your patronage, in as much as your cal- 
ling me toa Twrne in this Lefture, was the occaſion of its firit 
Being, and you all likewiſe gane countenance to it hy your Pre- 
ſence,( according as you hane reſbeftinely done the like to v5 al, 
and I truſt will doe ſtill )when it was delinered. If you ſhallpleaſe 
10 Accept it as a fruit of my due reſpett to each of you in 
your places, it ts all the recompence I looke for : In 
confident exſpeftation whereof, 1 binde my 
ſelfe mndermy hand, to be 


Emer at your Worſhips ſeruice 
in the OY 


SaM. HIERON. . 
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I.-l HES$. 5.20, 


Deſpiſe not Prophecying, 


— ”- , 
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CLIP HE vericnext before this, I handled not 
2 2 farre hence,now well necre halte aycere 
=, apoc. My mcaning wasto hauethere al- 
iy  focreatcd, both ypon this & that which 
PAN followeth, if there had been opportuni- 
JN tie, Burt now, this Lecture being well 
£9 begun, (and I pray God it mayo long 
continue )and my felfe being called —_ a part therein, 
I thought with my ſelfe, I could not chuſe a more fit texr, 
wherwith,co.ſer on with this worke,it being fo direCt to pro- 
cure honor to this preaching bulinefle, which the gentlemen 
of theſe parrs(for their own good and the Townes)haue ſce« 
med ſo defirous of, and vpon which they profefſe ro haue de- 
pendance. I delight notto be long in preambles, I am come 
nither to diſcharge the dutic of a Preacher,not of an Orator.. 
Thus then, it was Pars aduice in the precedent verſe, to The coherence. 
euery one ſenſible in hirſelfe of che graces: of Gods{pirir; of the text, 
luch as doe accompanie fſaluation, to bewareof quenching 
them, and ſo accordingly to endeuour to keepe lite in them, 
yeaand to adde more heate vntothem, by all good meanes, 
Now aſpeciallineaes both to continue and to-augmentthis 
, {acred hreis here preſcribed, andit is this, not to defp/ſe pro- 
phecying- 
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phecying : fo haue you of a ſhort text the connexion inſhore, 
I cannot be proficable ro you in diſcourfing vpon theſe 

words, vnlefle I make you tro know what that is which is here 

termed Prophecying,and what not todeſpiſe Prophecying.In 

the ftriteſt taking of the word, to _— is to forccell 


ſome furure thing, and fo accordingly they were anciently 
termed Prophets,co whom God reuealed his ſpecial purpoſes 
rouchiog the after times, But now in the new Teſtament we 
finde this Prophecying, not ſo much to Hgnifie a revealing 
before hand, by divine inſpirement, what couching States 
and Common-wealths,and particular perſons ſhall enſue, as 
an expounding the Scriptures in ſuch ſort as might beſt ad- 
wance the common benefit, Me thinkes I finde in Paw an cx- 
at definition of Prophecying ; It is a ſpeaking to men,to edi- 
fying, to exhortation,to comfort ®, It is euen the very ſame 
which we terme, Preaching, I could countenance this inter- 
precation, by the names of men, which deſerue reſpeR, bur 
Panls deſcription is warrant enough : whatſocuer any ſay, 
diſcouering their opinion touching this words meaning 
here, they ground vpon the place of Paul which I have na- 
med, Plowin Waker with the ſame Heifer,we may ſoone 
attain tothe depth of that which may be thought the Riddle 
of this place, * 

Now not to defÞiſe, here is to honor : for inthis caſe there 
can benothird. He who doth notdeſpiſe Prophecying,doth 
bonor it,and he who doth not honor it,doth defiſe ir.So that 
to come as ſoone as I can to the principall matter of this 
verſe, you may pleaſe to entertaine it as it is preſented you in 
this forme : That the exerciſe of preaching ought to receine 
from vs alteiteeme, 

Wouldeſt thou that the ſpirit of God, namely the ſaving 
graces thereof, might bee conucied into thee and preſerued 
in thee ? loe, bath giuea gifts vnto men, and hath fur- 
niſhed them with skill of right dividing his holy and facred 
word, Paſtors and Teachers tor the gathering together of his 
Sainrs,and for the comfortable diſcouerie of the ſecret of the 
Goſpell; ſee thou hearken ynto theſe, and ler their labour in 
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Z voyce, and applicit to the occafions and neceflities of the 
| 


by the witnes of $,Perer ©, Inthe following times, notwith- * 2,Per.z.5, 


T he Dienitie of Preaching. 3 
the word,be ſweere and precious tothy ſoule. This isthe ef< 
fe of Pan!s counſell here, which now that wee haue found 
our,tothe end it may bee more vſefull,T am now a little fur- 
ther to enlarge. My proofe of this dotrine ſhall be made 
good by the declaring of two things, 1. That it is the ex- 
prefſe will 2nd ordinance of God,that there ſhould be in his 
Church a certaine calling of men, ſet apartto this worke and 
ſervice, of making, the holy Scriptures vſcfull to the people 
by the at of preaching, 2. That this a of preaching is fo | 
ordained by God, that wee have no aſſurance inthe world to | 
att2inc ſaluation but by ir. Theſe rwo poynts well clecred, 


3 willtake away all doubt touching this doRines truth, For if 
2 preaching be Gods ordinance,ſhall it not be honoured? and ' ii 
J ifwe have without itno hope of being ſaued, ſhall it nor de- 


{rrue elteeme? If then I ſhall be able ro double theſe rwo £ 
two poynts, I ſhall hope to procure an cake paſſage for the 
maine doQtine into the heart and ſoule of cuery one that | 
heares me, So that you wil not crie when I haue done,as they 

6id againlt Paul, Away with ſuch a fellow from the earth >, but » AQ 12.12, 

rather breake out into ſome luchnote,as theirs that followed 


© Chriſt, Lord exermore gine vs this preaching <, My fift raske <Ioh 6.34. 


muſt be this, to make it to appeare, that God never purpoſed 
to leaue Nis holy word co be no more but read, either priuat= 
ly in mens houlſes,or publikely in our Churches;but appoin- 
ted there ſhould be men ordained, to expound the ſame by 


people for their edifying, For this is the ſoule of prophecy- 
ing,and the very life of preaching, It openeth the Scripture, 
ro ſhew whar it meanerh, it fits it tothe particular vics and 
caſes ofthe hearers, Now that there hath been from the be- 
ginning a Calling of men to deale berwixt God and man in 
the things of God, the courſe of the holy ſtorie makes it 
pe In the daies before the flood fewer that the firſt 

orne of euery familie was a») officer of this kinde) we reade 
particularly of Exoch and of Neah ; the one a Prophet by the 
teſtimonie of $./ude4, the other a Preacher of righteouſnes a ryge vert. > 


ſtanding 
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' EGen.14.8, moſt high GodF, is an argumemt,of ſome ſuch ranke and con- 
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Randing, the ſmalnes of Gods Church for diners yeeres, yer 
that which 1s ſaid of Melchizedech, that he was « Prieſt of the 


dition of men as I now ſpeake of. As the people of God mul. * 

tiplied and beganto put on the ſhape ot a Body poluique, ſo 2 

this courle became more cuident and wore ordinary, Then * 

the Tribe of Lexi was deputed toa ſpeciall attendance ypon © 

$ Devt.3 3.20. this funions, and trom thence there was a continuall ſuc | 
ccſhon of men ficting in Moſes chaire vorill our Sauviours 

time. Chriſt when hee came d1d not overthrow this courle, ? 

k Luke 6.13, Dur eftabliſhir, He appoynted Apotiles fi; tt b, they being by Z 
himinttructed in chethings which pertaine to the kingdome Þ 

IAA. rs. of God', and preciſe to ordaine nothing but that whichthE- Þ 
& ;.Cor.11.23, ſclues had received &, as they were diligent in refpet of their 2 
perionall induftrie, ſo they appoynted luch as themielues (in 

regard of the ſubſtance of their office)and gaue order(for the Þ 
perperuating of this courle ) ro mate choyce of faithfull men © 

m 2,Tim.:.z, ſtill co be employed in this leruice ® : and Paxt (laith exprefly © 
that Chriſt aſcended on high to gine gifts vnto men, even that | 
there might be ſuch for the gathering together of the Sams | 
to the end of the word ®, Now,as fuch al alling was of old, 3 
and muſt continue till cime ſhall be no more, ſo the ſpeciall 2 
inrendment was to teach. Sce for proofe in the old Telia- Þ 
ment,Dcut.33.10. 2.Chro.15.3,andin the new,Mat. 28,1 9, ! 
2.Tim.2.2, Therefore (as we gather by our Sauiours ſpecch 
to Nicodemw ) they of this profeſſhon were called Matters im 
*Toh.z ro. {ſrael®, and after in the ſame ſort Teachers p. The matter of | 
yEph41it, theirceaching was in the old Teſtament termed the Judge- 
1 Deur.33.10, Ment and Law of God 4, and in the newit is ſaid to be what- | 
* Marth.28.20, ſoexer Chriſt bath commanded *, andinore briefly the Word\, 
f2.Tim.4.z. The manner of their teaching in the old Teſtament, is repor- 
te1 to be reading #n the booke of the Law, diſt infty g ming the 

tNch.88. ſenſe,and cauſing the people to wnderſtand the un: t: inthe 
» Epheſ.6.19. new, « publiſhing of the ſecret of the Gofpell *; a dealing nts | 
» r,Theſa,8, the people the GoiÞell of God *, Now in teaching itis mani- 
feſt, that there is a further matrer then the publiſhing to the | 

people,by reading from out of the booke, the words and te- © 

NnOur * 


"Eph. 4.1 i1.&ce 


Z ynleflechedoe allo cauſe him to voderſtand it, and ſhew bim 
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nour of the Scripture, Euery ordinary man will quickly con- 


cciue ſo much out ofthe nature of the word; Teach:Doth a 
Schoolmalter teach his ſcholler in reading to him his Rule, 


how he may praQiſe that which is the purpoſe of it ? Doth a 
man of occupation teach his apprenriſe his trade, by pro- 
pounding certaine genera!) precepts, it hee doe not diſcouer 
to him that which wee terme the Myſterie of his profeſſion in 
$=< «gy ? Thus farre we are come inthe proote of this firſt | 
ranch, 

It is the ordinance of God, that there ſhould be a Calling 
of men, to deale berwixt him and man, and that euery one 
called tothis calling ſhould be apt to teach y, He that wants y 1. Tim. 3.2, 
this knowledge is no Prieſt for wee, ſaid the Lord of old =, A- * Hol.4.6, 
greeing hereto is y wholeſome order of our Engliſh Church, | 
in which no man is admitted Presbyter, bur he is firſt exhor- See the booke [| 
ted by the Biſhop,to conlider that his office is of great excel- - ———— 
lencie,and of great difficultie,fuch as he cannot by any other Pliefts and 
meanes compaſſe,but with DoFtrine and exhortation taken out Deacens. 
of the Scripture: and then,atter he is asked, whether hee is de- 
termined to inſtruct the people committed co his charge 
withthe Scriptures ; in the end (a Bible being delivered into ; 
his hand) he is willed to take authoritie to preach the word 


of God. And by the booke of Common Prayer it is manifeſt | 


Js 


- 


that none ought to adminilier the Sacrament of the Lords 

Supper to the people, but he who may boldly ſay to thepeo- 5... 1. poke 
ple, /f there be any of you which cannot quiet his conſcience, but Common 
requireth further connſell or comfort, let hims eome # me, or Prayer, in one 
ſome other diſcreete and learned Miniſter of Gods word, and Er + 
open his griefe that he may receiue ſuch ghoſtly connſell, aduice prays.” 
and comfort ,as his conſcience may bereliened. 1tis meant that ,, jc ciicre- 
bee ſhould haue ſomewhat in him, who muſt openly in the tion of the Mi- 
congregation make ſuch an offer. Our leacned men doe in niſter. 

their writings deride that of the Popiſh Decrerals,which re- Decyet.p. 1 dit. 
quire little more ofa Prieſt then to fetch out according to 2*<-5.HmiVas 


the rule of his Rubricke, the appointed ſeruice for the day. I” hn" 


2/ nm Dams 


mult yer adicyne one thing more before I quit this branch, 4,4, , /c/;;- 
B 2 namely, MILaHONS apts 
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d 2,Chro.z 5.3- 


©[ uke c.17. 
CAR.15 21, 


eARt.14.23. 
Kar) inn n07 an, 
f Tit.1.4, 
Kars Thr, 
E2.Chro.z5.3, 
hk 1,Vet.5.2, 
IARty.r, 


k2,Tim.4 2. 


luſt, Martyr A* 
pol. 2, 


Terial Ap.0 3+ 


Iuxta quod vul. 


gus intelligere 
poſſur, 
Babin7.6n the 
Lords Prayer, 


1dem vwpon the 
Coeumand. 
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namely, that this is alſo Gods ordinance, that of this fort 
there ſhould bce ſome in euery Towne, and that the {ame 
ſhould performe this Teaching-ſeruice euery Sabbath, The 
ordinange for euery rowne may bee probably colleed our * 
of the aficient ſcattering of the tribe of Leaichrough all the * 
land, our of that which is faid, that they (v/z. the Levits) 3 
taught all Iſracl Þ; and by that which is reportedgthac when | 
Chriſt was teaching, there fare by, DoRors ofthe Lawgwhich 3 
were come ont of ener y towne of Galile and Indea,>0,< ; More | 
diretly by thac, that ſoſes was preached in ewery citie %and }Þ 
the Apoliles ordained Elders in exery Church ©: according, Þ 
whereunto was Pax/s Injunction to 7 itwe,to conflitute ſuch Þ 
in each citief, Herenpon came the terme of charges in the |} 
old Teſtaments, and of flocks in the new Þ, Then the orci. Z 
nance for euery Sabbath is iulily gatherable out of F former | 
ſaying, Moſes was preached in the Sinagogues every Sabbath | 
day i; and it may be without violence concluded out of that | 
comandement of the Apoſile to preach in ſeaſon *: whar bet. | 
ter ſeaſon, then when the people reſt from all other ſeruices, 
and meet together in one place for holy duties? This courſe 
was held in thedaics next following the Apollles. ltis the 
report of [in Martyr that in his time, Reading and ope- |} 
ning the word laſted an houre long eucry Sabbath: and 7 er- | 
tullianXhat there was not a meeting of the Chriſtians, where | 
inthcir ſoules were not fed with holy Sermons before they 
departed. Ir was a decree of the Councell of Mentz, vnder #| 
Charles the grear, that there ſhould be a courſe taken, that |} 
there ſhould not bee one waning, who ſhould vpon the 
Lords daics preach the word of God), to the vnderſtanding 
of the people : With this conſents that opinion of Reuerend 
Biſhop Babmgtor,of reſpeftive memoric, namely,that a Mi- 
nifter can 10 more enter the Church vypon a Sabbath day 
without preaching, and not be guilcie of a Cainnable ſinne, 
then Azrox could goc into the congregation without death, 
in caſe, rhat at his entrance in he did not ſound his bels. And 
againe,he finneth the finne of a dumbe dogge, who paſleth 
ouer the Sabbath day withour preaching, and therein ma- 
keth 
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7 
keth the people guiltie of the prophanation of Gods holy 
day. Vpon this ground the Canons of our Church have or- 
daincd that euery beneficed man (allowed a Preacher) ſhall 
preach one Sermon eucry Sunday inthe yeere : and againe, Can 4F, 
that every Incumbent ſhall every Sunday before Eucning 
Prayer examine and inftruct the youth and ignorant perſons 
of the pariſh in the renne Commandcements, the Articles of Cans. 
the belecte,and the Lords Prayer, Theſe things I note to pre- 
tent a conceie which ſome may hauc, that I come hither to 
open a packe of Puritanicall ware, and to vent ſome priuate 
humorous opinions ; you may ſee that that whichT avouch 
touching the ordinance of God in this poynt,is the iudge- 
men: of our Church, And thus haue I finiſhed the firſt part of 
my proofe, that preaching is Gods ordinance, Iris his will 
thatthe ability for it ſhould be in cuery Miniſter,and the exe- 
cution of it in cuery Congrezation,cucry Sabbath, 
The next part of my proofe is, that without dependance 
ypon preaching we haue no aſſurance of taluation, To make 
this manifeſt] demaund, whether we beleene the Scripture? 
that without faith it ts impoſſible to pleaſe Cog): and whether 'Heb.1 1,6, 
any other meanes be fanct;ficd by God to beger Faith be- 
fides the hearing of a Preacher? thar,] am furc, is ordained to 
that end ® ; as tor any other mainly deputed thereto (with- = Rom.10.14. 
out chis) I 2m ſure chere1s no juſt evidence in al] Gods book, 7 
The Lord having Saints to gather and co tranſlate ov of the 
kingdome of darknefle, hath appointed and gifted Paſtors 
and Teachers to thatend » : ſo much is apparanr, And where- * Eph.4.1x, 
as the promile of {aluation is limited only to fo many as God 
ſhail call», (whereupon they which ſhall be ſaued aretermed © AQ.2.29. 
a cailed companie y,) taine would I know whereto calling » Jude vait's. 
hathreference but to a voyce? What voyce ſha!l wee thinke 
itto ze, but that which ſoundeth m the publike Minifteric ? 
C'yilts yoyce wee will all veeld ir tobe,and fo we may well, 
(for 415 ſheepe heare bis voyce 1: ) and where 15 Chrifts voyce 9leh.t oy, 
now,bat in thoſe who by their calling are in Corifts fead*'? ry,Cor.5.20, 
gg hee hath ſaid plainly, He bat beareth you hea- © Lurcto.1s, 
rethme!, 


B 3 As 
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As we can hauenocertaintie of our EleQtion, vnleſſe wee 


_ *2,Pert 1.1%, give diligence to make onr calling ſure ©: (0 what warrant hath 


any man to thinke hee is called, but by that meanes which 


ov Matth 23.19, 
* Mar.16.15. 


!2:Cor.s.18, 


zMatth.9.36, 


2 Mat.q.1 5.16. 


>2z.Chro.15.3. 


Obiefl, 


Anſwer. 


©Exod 6, 
« Deut.2g,5. 


* I{a1.37,30. 


d 2.King.q, z. 


God ordained to call the Gentiles? and what meanes finde 
wethar to be, other then this? Goe teach ", Preach the Goſpel 
to exery creature *, What can beplainer then this? God hath 
reconciled vs unto him{elfe by Chriſt,and bath giuen vnto men 
a miniſtrie of Reconciliation y, We will ſoone yeeld that by 
this place it is proued that there is no comming vnto God 
the Father, bur by Chriſt : ſhall it not be as ſtrongly proued 
thence,thar there 1sno ordinary acceſle to Chriſt, but by the 
miniſtrie? What moued our Saviour to pitie the multitude 
being without a ſhepheard,(a laborer in the [ ords harne/! * ) 
was it not becauſe vow were in apparant hazard of ſalua- 
tion, being ſo deftiture? Why is the land of Zebulim and Nep- 
thalm ſaid to fit in Darknes, and tn the Kegion of the ſhadow 
of death, vntill the light of preaching ſhone among them 3, 
but becauſe the inhabitanrs were inthe high way to hell, 
without minifteriall inftruion? Note that ſpeech : /ſrae/, 4 
long time, without God, and without a Trieſt to teach Þ, No 
Prieſt to teach,no intere!t in God, There is ne Logick in the 
world to conclude otherwiſe, Iam faine to ſtint my felfe in 
that which I could ſay in this argument. I heare what men 
ſay,when they be not able ro elude the eurdence of theſe te- 
ſtimonies, They obiect and cric out, Oh (raeltie, oh Barba- 
riſme /now you doe damne all that. haue no preaching, I 
ſpeake althis while of a way and courſe to which we are tied, 
and whereto wee mult cruſt, and out of which wee may not 
venture, I take not on me to preiudice the power or mercie 
of God, I will not for a world fay in a pulpit,that there are 
none in heauen,which neuer heard a Sermon ; Il amnot igns- 
rant of Gods ablenes to faue as he pleaterh, I know God can 
giue bread from heauen <; he can make one ſute ofclothes,or 
one paire of ſhooes to ſerue a mans turne fortie yeeres ©; he 
can cauſe the earth ro yeeld corne without ſowing ©; he can 
make one pitcher of oyle to pay a great deale of debt f, But 
what of this? no warrant hence for me to lay, Husbandrie is 


nor 
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not the ordinarie meanes of having Corne; ſowing 8& men= 
ding the ordinarie meanes to-preſcrue apparell ; providence 
and induſtrie, and endeuour co get money, the ordinarie 
meanes to pay debts. Becauſe the Iſrachres were fed with 
Mnnah, may I he vader a hedge inthe Sunne looking rill 
Mannah drop into my mouth? or becauſe Corne once grew 
without ſowing,gee {-]] away my Plough: and ike Salomon 
fluggard 8, ſheathe vp my hands into my botome, and re- z Prov. 26,15, 
nounce husbandrie: or becauſe of that of the Prophets wi- 
dow,diſcharging debt by a pit. her ot oyle; purpolely runne 
my felfe into debt, many pounds, refoluing to leave to my 
Ex:-cutor a Irv of oyleto pay all ; we would laugh ar fuch 
interences,and think a m1 halte mad, who ſhould make ſuch 
concluſions, And y-rt I know they are beeter a great deale 
thenthis; that becauſe wee doe not ſay they are all damned 
which haue no preaching, therefore Preaching is not the or- 
dained mcanzs to feeke ſalvation by, I ſay theſe conclafions 
are better, becauſe wee haue cuidence of ſore, ſuſtained in 
outward things by ſuch vnuſuall meanes,bur there is no ccr- 
taintie of any particular mans ſalhation without miniſteriall 
Teaching, As therctore notwithſtanding Gods dealing with 
the I{rachtes, with Hezechrab,with the widow, I may bold- 
ly fay,that he who truſts to be fed from heaven, fhall be ſter- 
ved;and he who ſuppoſeth to pay his debrs with apitcher of 
oyle,ſhall rotin priſon: So he who thinkes to be ſaucd with- 
out preaching ſhall be damned. We muſt looke to what God 
bids vs dee, and not to what he 1n his abſolute power can do, 
Gods extraordinaric working is no impeachment at all to 
the truth of an ordinarie Rule, There be ſome which haue OLb;et, 
gotten that by the end, which «Angu7me reports touching 
himſcl e, how that hee heard a voyce ſaying to him, Take vp corſe/clib.f.c.z 
andreale, take vp and reade. And ſotaking the new Tefia- 
ment,he fell juddenly at the firft opening of the booke vpon p 
that place : Not in gluttonie and drankennes, oe, ), andhete- Romy, 
by it is ſuppoſed Angu/me was converted: whereuponthey 
would conclude a pafſſbilitic of turning a man from the po- 
wer of Sacan vnto God withour preaching, __ I 2l-  4y{wer, 
were, 


* 
T3 10 T he dignitie of Preaching. 
ſverc,that who fo ſhall ſay,that eArgyfine was noteonver- P 
red yatill he heard that voyce ſhall deliver an vntruth, For ic C 
is plaine that eAxou/tine had before that time been in ſpiri- [\ 
ruall affliction, greatly exerciled with a combat berwixt the » 
fleſh and the ſpirit, as appeareth plaialy in the chapter going d 
next before this, whereas he reports the matter of the Voice: li 
And when this Voyce came, he was on his face weeping and al 
at prayer,carnelily confeſhng his tinnes, ane deFring to bee la 
deliuered from them. This Voyce is rather to be repured a ls 
confirmation and perfiting of his conuerfion,then the proper ki 
in{trumenr of working ir. If wee would know whereby in of 
deede he was conuerted, let himiclfe be heard, whoſe report ue 
confiſlib.g. This is, That beivg a Rherorician,he came tothe citie wherein in; 
cep.t3-i4 Ambroſe was Biſhop, defiring there to profeſſe Rheroricke ; he 
while hee was there hee would needs goc heare e Ambroſe 
Wort dofte. Preach,Not as a Teacher ofthe Truth, (to arc his own words) 
ens. for hee thought there was no ſuch to bee found among the 


profeſſors of the Chriſtian faith) but becauſe hee had vnto 

him ſhewed kindnefle. Now marke what hee ſpeakes, dire- 

Adeum pr te ting his ſpeech to God :To him [was by thee led vnawarer, 

ducebar neſe1%s, that by hin I might throngh knowledge be led to thee: and fo 

ye 4... hegoethonto ſhew bow by hearing him, whom (a: bee re= 

Omnidie Do. ports other-where) be heard preaching every Lorc's day, he 

x - Minico. was brought by little and little ere he was aware,ncerer and 
Senfim& 3e- neererto the embracing of the truch, An excellent example 
f, ſin, for the confirmation ot this point, that preaching is y meanes 
; of a mans conuerfion. And yer I ad&de,that in caſe it were true, 
that the reading of thac place had been the dire meanes of 
his Turning, yer it were nothing to the preiudice of that 

j which Inow teach, for I would fay(and well 1 might)it was 
extraordinaric, and fuch whereof we can make no Rule: and 

} ſo indeed whenſoeuer 2ny man is brought to haue ſauing 
, fo <P x OD 

t grace & true faithotherwile then by preaching, it is a courle 
| our of courſe, fpch wherein God will ſhew his power and 
mercie,and the Feedome of his proceedings; not ſuch wher- 
upon he will haue vs ſimply and generally to relie, I returne 
thento my poynt, which is this : We haue no warrant to ex- 


pet 
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pe ſaluation any other way,then by dependance ypon prea- 
ching; aenher ay we (to fpeake of an ordmary courſe)per- 
ſwadc our {elucs wee are 11 the way of ſaluation,vnlefle wee 
be {enfible of our being tec into it by this meanes, God doth 
divers things(as it it were) by way of preparing mEto grace: 
{ich are affiictions,crofles, toward affrightments ; but when 
ail 1s done, and ſpoken that can be, to this wee muſt come at 
laſt;chacthe maine worke (ordinarily)either by preaching it 
1s vrought,or aot at all, What an abturd thing were it tO 2C= 
knowledge preaching to be Gods ordinance, and yet to de« 
re it tobe fimply necetlaric ro ſaluation, and to mince it 0- 
ucr with (1 know aot what) faire termes, that it is good if i 
nay bee had, and profitable for thoſe who haue no other 
helpes,and the like? Why ? what make we of Gods ordinan- 
ces ? doe we account them only marters of conueniencie,and 
not of necctficie ? For my pare Il know no more ſcripture for 
faich without preaching, then for ſaluation withour faith; x 
an ſure che ſame ipirit vr God which bath ſaid, Beleene that 
thow maiſt be ſaxed, hath allo ſaid, Heare that thou mai/t be- 
2eve. you would al crie out ypon me(and you well might) if 
] ſhould fay,a man may be ſaued without praying; & yer men 
re readie to account it halfe an herefie,ro auouch that a man 
annor be ſauced without preaching : yerS.Pas/ linkes theſe 
gether vpon oae ring, Saluation Prayer, Beleening , Hea- 
7, Preaching, Sending \., Men cannot be faued without 
1y1ng to him that can faue: They cannot pray to him with- 
ut beleeurng on him; they cannot belecue on him without 
reaching; they cannor preach without Sending: and whom 
1(:od euer ſend, who was not able to divide the word for 
ve peoples editying ? 
1he things which God hath ioyned together let not man ſe- 


' 


'Rom.10 73. 
14. 


v/41e k; we will grant the beginning, (no faluation with- * Matth, 19.6. 


but -r1yer,n0 pray ng withour faicth)bur we will diſtingurſh 
2011 the latrer,(no bel-euing bur by waiting on a Preacher 

1h is ſent), Thus (I hope) albeit I have nor ſaid ſo much 
im.2hr be faid in ſuch an ample ſubicR, yet I have faid e- 
ouplto confirme the ewo things which I vyndertook;name- 


ly, 


12. The dignitie of Preaching, 
ly, firſt, that preaching (vnderſtanding thereby, as before, & 


ſpeahwryg 10 men to exhortation, edrſying and comfort ) 1s Gods 
ordinance : Secondly, that hee hath not revealed or warran= 
redynto vs any other way of being {aued; other helpes with 
this : all fruiclefle and in vaine with the neglect of this, Thete 
two things being true, ſhall northe maine doctrine berrue, 
that the preaching of the word by men deputed of God to 
that ſervice, doth deſeruc eftecme? Indeed as the whole wore 
ſhip of God deferues honox, to this ſervice eipecrally,as being 
the chiefe of all the reſt, It is more exccllent then the admi« 
niſtration of the Sacraments: Pax! was ſent topreach,not to 
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'x.Corr.r7; 64ptize |,thatis,to preach was his maine crrand; for baptize | 

ſome hedid, which he might not have done if he had not bin | | 

ſent, It is more noble chen gouerning and the adminiſtration || , 

Apo! pag.z, Of diſcipline, becauſe (as ſaith the Reverend Br/ſon ) God ga- | , 

(,390, thereth his Church by the mouthes of Preachers,not by the F , 

ſummons of Conſiſtories : and Pas! requiring hononr to bee f| 

ſhewed to Eldersruling well, willeth it to bee ſhewed eſpe- || 1; 

= 1,Tun, 5.17, Cially to thoſe that {abowr in the word and dottrme ®, as the 1 

| perſons employed inthe better buſineſle. It excelkth reading Þ , 
q as much as the Apothecaries brufing and breaking the per- Þ 1 
ſume doththe preſenting irinlumpe 3 the houſeholders cut- Þ| ,, 

\ ting the bread tothe family,the ſetting it down in the whole Þ | 
| loafe; theſtirring vp of the fire, andthe blowing it with the ;, 
4 bi | _ bellowes,thelerring it lie covered inthe aſhes; all wh.ich are fo 
the ſimilitudes to this end yſed by Reverend B, Babmgtoninſ ,, 

his expoſition of that petition of the Lords Prayer (Thy kings 4 

dom: come), It is more of worth then prayer : for what but m 

prRevns ſhall direct ro pray? and whether in reaſon ſhall «5, 

e thought more excellent, our feaking ro God, (which is pr 

_ or Gods ſpraking to vs (which is preaching ? ) and v1 

ooke 1.Cor.14.and fee whether Pax! Jothnor preferre pro-M þ, 

phecying before all other ſpitiruall gifts, and makes itto ber +, 

the chicte, even where hee alſo ſpeakes touching prayer. IM ;, 

then the worſhip of God is worthie of reſpeR, the exercitMl y,; 

of preaching moſt of all,as being indeed the beſt of 811, It i 


—_ fid.t. worthily reic@ted as a popiſh barbariſme by learned _—_ 
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that opinion,that the dutics of the Sabbath ſerue not ſomuch 
to edifie the people, as to ſerue the Lord : which the Papiſts 
mainraine for the ypholding of that abſurd propoſitionzthat 
the hearing ofa Maſle is to bee preferred betore the hearing 
of the word, Sothat by the belt of iudgemenr,the preaching 
ofthe ws:d is reputed the maineſt part of Gods publike wor- 
ſhip. I haue now done with the proving of the doctrine, Eue- 
ry way I hope it is cleere : Honour and efteeme is the due of 
preaching. 

There is much matter by way of vſe to be deriued hence : A wouble vie. 
Firſt, this concernes vs that are Miniſters : ſecondly, this , p,, mini. 
concernes all good Chriſtians generally. Ficlt for vs Mini- ters, 
fiers,this doctrine binds vs to maintaine by al good meanes 
the honor of preaching, & to beware how we do bring this 
reuerend and ſacred ordinance of God into contermpr; of all 
men,it {tands vs ypon to endeuour that that may bee duly, e- 
ſteemed, which God commands not to be deſpiſed : It is the 
life and glorie of our profeſſion : it werea ſtravge thing if we 
ſhould noe careto bring it into diſgrace :T ſay it is the glorie 
of our profefſion : for when it may be ſaid of a man, hce is a 
Miniſter, buc no Pcreacher,ir is like that whichis ſaid of Naa. 
man", he was a preat man, and honourable inthe ſight of bis , 
Lord,he was alſd a mightie man and valiant but a Leper, This 
5 a (But ) which darkneth all the reſt : So that thereon Iin- 
ferre, how much it behoues vs, to labour to vphold the re< 
pntation of preaching ; becauſe to bee termed a Preacher, is 
the faire{t flo xer in our garland. Me thinkes I ſhould nog fay 
_ of this : and theretore I will rather applie my lelte,to 54... "TR 

:w how wee may ſaue this courſe from contempt, thento y,, 1. 4. 
prove that wee are in equitie ryed rthereunto, Thus then, miſter 0111 pr0- 
there are three things by which a Miniſter ſhall aduance the more the ho- 
honour and efteeme of prophecying. 1, Dibgence in prea- 3**" (Pied 

ching. 

ching: It is that which Pawl callech 1n one place /abowring 9; 2 
n another,a being inſtant»; in athird, a preaching th» Geſpell o , Tim, 5.15, 
with much ſtrin:ng 4; /t is the Lords worket, and curſed bebe? [ns 
that doth it neglig ently {, It may be thought in the reaion of * 1+ Ihe = 2. 
ſiclh and blood, that this i meanes to make preaching ;* ©1010: 

lood, that this is ao maKe Þ C lere.48.10, 

G3 houg- 


' &# Þ = a _ © ». 


2.King.s.2, 


Og = 7 FOE 


t Luke 16.16, 
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honorzble,but to auile it rather ; in as much as (according to 
the old ſaying) faniliaritie breedes contempt ; and excellent 
things when they once become ordioarie, are the lefle regar- 
ded. If Sermons were daintie,and mens ftomacks were kept 
ſharpe,they would be more eftcemed. It is not 19 in this cafe, 
whenthe people are once brought to vaderftand the necefhi- 
tie of preaching, (the necefſicic, I ſay, both for ſaluation and 
for the worſhip ot God, in as much as withour it ſaluation is 
in hazard, and the worſhip of God is maimed) ſurely ther, 
the more they haue ir, the more they will honour it; and the 
more frequently the kingdome of God is preached, thc 
more they will preſſe ynto it *, Looke into experience, and 
ſce whether the ſeldomnefle of this ſeruice dothnot cotirme 
the people intheir opinion, of the no great neceſſitie of it ; 
which is the maine ground of contempt? Suppoſe apatiſh 
have an Incumbent reputed learned, but yet remiſle in 
preaching, ſhall not his ſlacknes cauſe the people to con- 
clude, y preaching is nor ſo firmply neceflarie as it is thought? 
will they nor fay, Our Miniſter is learned and of iudgement, 
and knowes what i whar; ſurely if preaching were fo v(c- 
full, hee would be more frequent in it then hee us? And what 
hath bred thoſe preiudiciall paradoxes to preaching, as thi: 
reading is preaching, &c, but the indiſpofition of men oi 
gifts ro be diligent in preaching ? The vnwillingnes & back- 
wardnes of men to ſpend themſelues this way, hath cauſe 
(for the hiding of their ſhame) a ſtraining of wits;and a wre- 
ſing of Scriprure,roprouethe comperencieto ſaluation of 1 
reading Mmilterie : tuch ſpurious propoſitions had neue: 
ſeenethe light, if diligence in this dutic had vniverfally bet! 
made conſcience of. Therfore we muſt yeeld that, hat whic: 
old Latimer (a man who ſacrificed his life-in Gods cauſe) 
once blamed vnderthe witty terme of tirawbery-preaching, 
is a ſpecial} meanes to lay the honour of preaching in the 
duſt, Ic brings a ruſt, yea and acurſe vpon our gifts, and be- 
gets a kinde of habice of idlenes, and: cauſeth the peoplet? 


reſpectthat httle which we performe but little : when 1 ſpea 


of diligence,I doc not meanethat a man ſhould be ever an! 


anon 


T he dignitie of Preaching, Is 


anon4n the pulpi : for there muſt be a time of gathering, as 
well as 0! di{perfing: and there is a kinde of metcenarie dili- 
gence in ſome, which 1s mcete to be reſtrained; hutrhis is di- 
ligence;a matt is readie to take all occations to dge good; 
clpecially biades himſel e conſtantly ypon Gods day to be 
bulied in Gods word. Happie is that ſeruant whom his ma- 
ſer when he commerh ſhall finde ſo doing, 

2. The manner of handling the word of Gud in preach- The ſecond 
ing ſo as it is fit, If any man ſheake,let him [pecake 4s the words 'way of hono- 
of God ®; let him remember what hce hath in hand, and fo *'"s pre=ch- 
deale accordingly, I remember how often Pax! iands ypon by Pred- 


1 « : chers. 
his manaer of preaching * : Ir is Hoſeas phraſe, che:great or u1,per.4.17, 


honourable things of the law of Goa y; yet maytielebelſo y- * 2.Cor.z.17, 


ſcd, as that they may ſeeme baſe to thoſe that heare then:, 274 
Woe be to that good ineate that mult paſſe the fingers of a |. _ 


{louen, before it comes to the mouth cf the eater. 1 loue nor 
to be forward to taxc any inans preaching, and therefore 1 


,Will ſo ſpeake as ſhewing rather what'may be, then what is. 


There may be'a preiuilicing and an endangering the honour 
of preaching in handling it,cwo waies : One is, too much ex- 


- actnes : as when men ſtrive to haue cuery word inprint, and 
- toftand in equipage; one neither higher nor lower,neither 


further foorth,nor more bacward then another; and doe at- 
fe&t cermes more then matter : embellithing cheir Sermons 
with the gleanings of all manner of authors,ſacred,prophane, C 
any thing which may bee thought ro ſmell of learning, and 


- may raiſe an opinion of Elaquence, profoundhes,yarictic of . , . - 


ring in the hearers. "Will, I fay, this wake preaching OZief, 
to be deſpilcy2rather itis like to procure admiration avere- Anſwer, 
uercnce,and to caule a kinde of altpniſhment in the hearers: | 
happely it may forthe preſent draw ſome ſuch ſuperficiall re- 


; ſpect toa Preacher,as that which is counted even by the-hea- 


-. 


then a vanitic in/DemoZthenes - he aid ic; pleaſed him ſecrer- 745 termey 
ly when as hee went jfyrþd Rreetes,hee ſhould heare the wo- hum Lexiculis 
Job - . Dewol; henes, 
Ie that carried warer,/agyThere goeth eloquent Dtmoſtbenes. 7,0, 
Thus a man.may bexewarded with ſome. luch breath for-ebis yireſt 52s ne. 
" C 3 : v indy mo ene: . 


Mo” a 
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windy kind of preaching: bur when ir «6meth to the touch, 
this ſhall bee found ro <1ſ};nour Gods ordinance in true 
iudgement, For what is that which indeed makes preaching 
honourable in the hearts of Gods people, but their ynder= 
Aanding it, ſo as that they may tecle the ſweernes of ir,and 
recciue comfort by'ir? That therefore which hindreth vn- 
derſtanding muſt needs expoſe this, courſe to a kinde of dife 
grace: w hat contentment ſhal a man take in it, hen he con- 
cciues bur little what it meanes? It comes in our ordinarie 
congrepati6s,to as little purpoſe (ſuch a kind of teaching) as 
oft: mulget bir- that which is faid in the Proverb, Where one doth milke a 
cum, illeſuppo» goarte, another holds vnder a fheue, It may bee the maiter is 
xit eribrums good and cxcellent, bur the hearer holds no more then a 
winen «ve ficuc: becauſe nothing to any great purpole is ynder ftood, It 
wor is the pithie plainnes, which 1s the Cate of preaching. A 
text well opcned, handſomely divided, inftruQtions farmiliar= 
ly raiſed, lub(tantially proued by the Scripture, powerfully 
preſſed vpon the hid man of the heart, faithfully applied to 
the ſoule & conſcience of the hearer. This is the courle which 
makes manife/t the ſecret of his heart, and brings him to fall 
downe on his face and worſhip (10d, and to ſay that God is inthe 


* 1,Cor.14.25. Preacher indeed *, It is truly ſaid that in ſome caſes /ron can 


Ferrum poteſt doe that which gold cannot :and fo that which is by ſome in 


quodaurum non their nicenes and curiofitie accounted but a b'unt kinde of 
poreſt, reaching, ſhall yer doc that which the more e!orious,and gli- 
firing and gaudie courſe could not effe&t, T he kingdome of 
+1 Cor 4.20, God us not in word,but in power *, ] hauc heard cf a thing that 
fell our once at the Councell of Niece, where a Chi1{tian of 
Ruffin biſtlib.2. NO great learning in elfeeme , converted a learned man, 
(ape 3» whom all the learned Biſhops with all their skill and clo. . 
quence could not perſwade : the partie worne,brake out in- 
to theſe wor''s : Oh you learned men, as long as the ax:+rer 
went by words, againft words ] oppoſed words: and that 


which was ſpoken I overthrew by 'thic art of {peak 


F 'ng : our 


Non potevunt when in flead of w ords power cane ove of the mourh ot the 
verbareſiſtere ſpeaker; words conld not withitand Irmh, nor mar fland ons 


ag amnft 
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again? God, Thus that plaine kiade of reaching, in which 
the cuidence of the ſpirit is to be (ſcene, works that whichthe 
more curious and refine« eloquence could not doe, 

Alecond way,by which in handling the word, preaching 
may be made conempnble,is in another extreame :namely, 
when the manner of dealing with the word is ouer fleight, 
too loote,and luperticiall;a man vents raw, ſudden, vndige- 
fied meditations, tuch as haue no manner of coherence,cither 
with the text, or with themſclues : the text is rather torne, 
then divided; rather toſſed, then handled ; rather named(be- 
cauſe it is the faſhionto have a text)then followed ſo,as that 
the hearer may lee the coarſe, by which all is drawne from 
the text, Here a man makes a ſhift rorub out an houre, and 
to haue ſomewhar till co ſay; he is much 1:ke the begger, of 
whom we ſay,he is never out of his way,though he be never 
in his way:ſo in this caſe,a man is neuer out of matter,though 
| he ſpeakes never to the matter, This makes preaching ridi- 
culous,& laieth it open (as it falleth from {ome mouthes) vn- 
co a iuſt ſcorne. The common ſort happely eſpy not the weak- 
nes by and by,thinking all well ſo long as one gocth on; but 
the more aduiſed holding it vp, (asit were againſt the light) 
ſce the rawneſle and raggednes and independance of that 
which is delwwered, It is an honor to a Sermon, when(as the 
ſaying is) it (hall ſmell of the candlc,and weftthe for it ſelfe, 
that | th was afore-hand care ro deale ſubſtantially, and to 
approuc vur {clues to cuery hearers conſcience inthe fight of 
God, . 
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The third thing to be taken heed to, that we may preſerue The third wy 
the honour of preaching,is our manner of life,” An euill life for Minifters 


in Preachers cannot but cauſe preaching to bevile : I call it 
an cuill life,not when a man failes in ſome things ; For in ma- 
ny things we faile all» : but wheaa man maketh it to appeare 
by his courſe,that he makes no conſcience of framing his life 
according to his owneteaching : is ſtrait in the pulpir,and in 
the ſtreete diſſolute, There is a great readinefle ia many to 
picke quarrels with che lies of the belt Teachers, and no 
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18 T he dignitie of Preaching. 
doubt many things are {landerouſly reporced touching ſuch, 
(ruciiwitneſſes ariſe vp, and ache things they know not ©; but 
when men taking the ordinance of God into their mouthes, 
ſhall yer walke ike men hating to bee reformed, and runne 
inco the ſame exceſfle with others, and be iuſtly taxable with 
open and ſcandalous euils ; what can more <&ſhonour prea- 
ching ? will it not cauie itto be reputed a meere toy ? A man 
ſhall be ſeene ro perſwade co that, which himſclfe ordigarilie 
negleRs; and to crie out againſt that, of which himleltc doth 
ms. 6 a common practiſe, Let no man deſpiſe thee,laid Pam 
to Timothy : how ſhall that be? Be vnto them that beleene an 
example%, Ihauc here alarge field before me, but I would be 
loth to prevent my leite in that I haue to ſay : and therefore I 
here ſhut vp this vie, rouching vs of the Minilterie. Preach- 
ing deterues efteeme,toke wee heede how wee expole it to 
contempt, Our diligeace in diſpenſing the word; our reue- 
rend and well aduited handling che word; our cndeuouring 
in the eycs ofthe people to frame our lives according to the 
word, ſhall vphold the credit of this worthie (cruice : Men 
(though we do this) ſome will deſpiſe norwinhftanding, and 
ſpeake contempruouſly both ot vs and of our minilt: r1e + ver 
in doing ir, they ſhull be as the Heretike,ot whom P au!, who 
is condemnea by himſelſe ©. 

I am now come £0 the ſecond yſe, which concernes all 
Chrittians more 1n generail: All char profefl: to expect (al- 
uation by Iefus Chnift, are bound to this duric, ro 1aue prea- 
ching(as much as may be)from deſpibag, This may be done 
(that I may nor fayall which might bee ſaid, but may inhft 
only vpon the chiefeſt) by ewo things eſpecially. 1. By a 
conſtant and an ynwearied dependance vpon preaching, ſee» 
king by all meanes poſſible to enioyir, Have v ce not reaſon 
to depend on it, whe,nwhere it wanteth the people periſh? 
And ſhall we not honour it exceedingly, when cur feer ſhall 
euen weare out the threſhold of that houſe, where it 1» taich= 
fully diſnenſed? and when we ſhall feeke knowledge ar the 
lips ofthe Prickts with tuch carneſtnes, as it wee were guided 


by 
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The Dignttic of Preaching, 19 
by that ſpirit which was in thoſe primitiue” Conuerts, tha: 
cried out to Peter and the re(t, Men axd brethren what ſhall 
wedoe 8? It will appeare that wee cfteeme Gods ordinance, * 1.4 .2.:7, 
when wee ſhall for the ſake of it neglect our profit, hazard . 
our outward peace,ſeeme carelcile of our credit, ftraine, our 
purſes, and be like the Merchant in the Gofpcll,chat parr's 
with all that hee hath for one ſpecial! Pear/et, Great con- » Marth,r 3.46, 
tempt is caſt ypon prophecying at this day, by default here- : 
in; I will not ſo much ſpeake ot thoſe who caſt no manner of 
reſpeR vnco it,but openly and ordinarily, and in a fort pro- 
feſledly doe auile it ; but of thoſe which make ſonic ſhow to 
eſteeme ic, That is moſtpirifull when {ach as pretend akinde 
of honour, ſhall yet by conſequent be found defpiſers, Fir 
ſome would (as they make ſhow) waite on this imeanes, bur 
they will make cheir own conditions:pronided that it comes 
home to them; that they may haue it without trouble : Oh 
how glad would they be, bad they a Preacher intheir Chur- 
ehes;they would thinke it ro be none of the ſmalleſt portions 
of their happineſſe ? But when ir comes to the poynt of ſee- 
king out and of trauclling to the Prophet withthe Shuna- 
mite i; or clſe of cutting off lome of their ſuperfluities,and of ;, King.4, 
ſtinting themſclues in other things,that rhey may draw to 
them ſome able Miniſter of the new Teftament; then they 
begin to be as backward and ſorrowfull as the rich man in 
the Goſpell, who as f--»+ «cd as hee ſeemed at firſt, yer began 
to flinch, when hee heard the charge of ſelizg ; and ſo they, 
aftera large commendation of preaching, and a faire tale of 
their cſteeming it, yer while -:f are afraid of trouble, and 
reproch, and labour, and are loth tobe at any charges, they 
Rill content themſclues with an vnable miciſterie. Here is a 
faire honour done to preaching, For ſhame,if our hearts bee 
ro it,(as woe be te vs if they be nor) let ys engage our {clues 
forit. Remember what hath been both ſaid and prooued, 
there is no other ordinarie way of faluation : and wilt rhou 
not raine thy body,thy purſe,thy credit;aduenture thy out- 
ward peace;doe any thing that thou maiſt be ſaued? Ir is no 
honorivg of the enonce of God, if thou canſt any way * 
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risfie and content thy (elfe withour it, I ſhall be thought 
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(perhaps to perſwade ftrange things,and(as may be thought) 
not juſtifiable. Bur doe me right,I pray you,in indifference, 
conlidering what I fay : Behold Luk.6.17, and marke what 
you finde there : A great multitude of people out of all [udea, 
and leruſalem,and from the ſea coaſts of Tyre and Sidon which 
came to heare him, Did theſe lay, If this good man would come 
to vs.how glad ſhould we be ? but they went out to him, they 
left their blind guides and followed this Seer where he was, 
I demaund; Is notthis written for our learning ? Can we ſay, 
it was not well that they did? were they not worthic of 
praiſe for ſo doing? Then fay I with the Apoſile, 1/hatſoener 
things are honeſt and of good report, thoſe things doe, Andif 
this fatisfie not,and you ſuſpeR my iudgemen, I pray looke 
into the booke 75; tw in your pariſhes,the Workes of Bi- 
ſhop Iewell,in his Sermons ypon this chapter, and ypon the 
12.and 13,yerſes: what fhall wee ſay of them that labour 
nor,that doe neither reach, nor exhort,nor reproue,nor cor- 
reQ;that have no care to doe their meſſage;and no regard to 


the people, what may 1fay of ſuch? God himſelfe ſaith, They 


are dumbe dogges that cannot barke they lie and ſleepe,and de- 
light in ſeeping,they all looke to their owne way, and their owne 


fage,nann cmvr x Ovic for bis »owne purpoſe 1, Chriſt calleth 
them Theeues and Robbers. They are ynſauourie ſalt, profi- 


table for nothing, but to be caſtfoorth anu wc ule vuder feet 
of men. Woe is vnto me (ſaith Pal) if / preach not the Goſ- 
ſel m, Woe to the ſeruant that wrappeth his tallenc in a nap- 

in, and increaſeth not his Maſters oo God prant ſuch 
idle and ſlothfull Miniſters grace to know their office,and to 
doe it : If nor, God giue the people grace to know them,and 
ro ſhunne them,and to flic from them, (So tarre he: ) Which 
words if they doenot teach,not to be ſatisfied withour prea- 
thing,apd to ſhunne thoſe which are ynſufficient, and negli- 
gent in that dutie, for my part I muſt acknowledge I doe not 
vaderſtand Engliſh, Let this then be our honour giuen to 
preaching,cuento firiue that we may enioy it, and ro put our 
ſelues to hard conditions, rather then to want it, And doe 


you 
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you of this towne particularly take notice of it ; ſee how 
30d hath moued the hearrs of the Worſhipful of theſe parrs, 
to pitic your neceſhtiezand to procure a courſe of preaching 
with you,not ſo much that you might reſt content with this, 
or ſay as Micah the Ephramite,when he had got a Leuice in- 
to his houſe, Now [ know that the Lord will doe me good, ſee- 
ing [ haxe a Lenit to my Prie/t® ; {o now re are ſafe,we bhaue 
« Leiture in our towne, No, if you ſhall not ſet rogether a- 
mongſt your ſclues, to haue it among you on the Sabbath 
day,the day principally deputed to this ſervice, for my parc 1 
-— our paines here (in reſpec of you) to be ynpro- 

table, 

2, There is another kinde of dependance, which is alſo 
preiudiciall tothe honor of preaching,and that is chat which 
is but by fits & Rarrs; fomewhat eger happely at the begin- 
ning, bur ſlaking by degrees,till it come to nothing:you will 
diſgrace it here much, if filling the Church now ar the firtt, 
you ſhall hereafter, like men whoſe omackes are full, begin 
to grow wearie and full of that which you now ſeeme to at- 
fect, Giue ys not occaſion to lay hereatter as Chriſt of /obn ; 
He was a burning and a ſhining light and you were willmg for 4 
ſeaſon to reionce im this light 9, Itis a thing to be ſuſpected : 
experience ſhewerh,that a the ſaying 15) cuery thing is pre- 
tic when ic is young ; ſo {uch cxerciles as theſe,are Hocked 
ynto at the firſt. bur after,--5 dy lictle and little fall off:ſome 
will heare onely this man, ſome onely that man; ſome onely 
now and then, when they haue occaſion to come to towne; 
ſome neuer a whit : You will bring a diſgrace vp6 our paines 
here, if you ſhall cauſe it to be thought thar wee haue cloyed 

our ſtomackes, and taken away the edge of your appetites, 
Huame not the faith of our Lord Teſus Chriſt the Lord of glorie 
with reſpett of perſons? : make much of, and honor any mans 
endeuours that doth his dutie vpon his conſcience. This 
ſhall be your firſt way of honoring preaching; your manner 
of dependance vponitletit be earneſt, painfu!l,conftant ;ler 
it appeare that you will not hope to be laued, but by the 
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The ſecond way by which you ſhall honour prezching, 
is, ycelding; obedience to that whieh is taughr,2nd confor. 
mitic in lite ro our preaching, Te'isnotithe bare bearer but 
the drier withall that ſhall be b/effed 4, There is'no' foltHler 
Aaine to preaching, then when they which fay they loue ir, 
and dchire it, arid efteeme and follow efter it, and trauaile to 
enioy ir, ſhall yet make no conſcience of obedience to it + 
How doth this opeht the mouthes of gain-ſfaiers, and embol- 
den them to their imputations vypon/preaching, when they 
ſhall haue ſome colour to crie out, rhere be none wor ſe,more 

roud, Wy. ton, rontentio:s, coneton, oppreſſng, franaulent, 
then the greateſt bearers ? when you walke not according to 
the rules you are taught, you make pxeaching and proſethng 
to be reputed the norierie of yngodlineſſe, andilie conert for 
all villanie. And therfore, you thatare of the firſt ſort,Gentle= 
men and Iuſtices, who hauc laboured to draw Preachers hi- 
ther,and who now giue countenance to vs by your preſence, 
honour vs alſo (Tpray you) wirh yout holy praQtiſe't makeit 
to appeare by your zealous cxecution of Juſtice, when you 
fit here yponthe buſineſle of the Countrey, by your ſuppreſ- 
ſing of grofle diforders,and that world of Alchouſes, that is, 
and which is the yery nealt of all wickednes; and by the re- 
formation of yomre Followers and families;and principally by 
the Chriftian cariage cf your ſelues;2nd by the abatement of 
your exceſles, yaine pleaſures, Eptcunlwiae Gvorrings, and 


ſuch like, that you haue not drawne preaching hither for a 
forme, or out of a glorie ; but that in finceritie of hearr, you 
haue ſought your owne furtherance in the waies of pietie, 
Let it not be faid, (as it will be,if you prevent it not) Behold, 
here be ſuch and ſuch, every weeke at Sermon,and yet how doe 
they line rather as eAtheiſts, ard enemies to Religion, then as 
godly Chriſtians? And you of the towne,who ſeeme to bee 
glad of this ereted courle,reſolue with your ſeluesthart you 
will fet on with a generall reformation. Let vs ſee ſome Fit 
by our labours with you: giueno cauſe to haue it thought, 
you reioycein this for outward reſpects; as to encreaſe your 
Market; and to draw companie to your towne, orto vent 
your 


e 


i 
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your commodities; or that you may glorie; Oh wee haue 4 


Leilure too,as well as ſuc?) a towne, or as ſuch: but as other ad- 
joyning townes ſhall be beholding to you, for borrowing 
from your Church the light of Dotrine; foletthem receiue 
from you the light of good example. And you all, whether 
Gentlemen or Yeomen,or whatſocuer ciſe, I beſeech youin 
the feare of God, receiue not this grace of God in yaine;make 
{ome vic of your comming; learne to practiſe that,by which 
your families through you may be bettered; your neighbors 
rouoked, cipecialiy your owne ſoules comforted in the day 
of Chriſt, Let not the LeEture-day(now whea the Sermon is 
ended) be made a day of yoluptuouſnes,of quafhing,ſwagge- 
ring,diforder; goe not from the Church to cate out,and cate 
vp one another in the Marker, by fraud and cruekie : Runne 
nat enery man to his raſe, as a horſe to the battell, but let vs 
haue comfort to ſpend our ſpirits among you, when we ſhall 
behold your good converſation in Chriſt, that wee all both 
Preachers and hearers may reioyce together at the laſt day, 
that we haue not runne in yaine, If you faile in this, it is not 
your comming to heare ys, your commending vs, your re- 
ſpeRiue ſaluting vs, your prouiding to entertaine vs,that 
can honour our miniſterie ; we ſhall (notwithſtan=- 
ding all this complement)hang downe our 
heads with ſhame and ſay; You haue 
requited our labuur with intol-, 
lerable contempt, | 
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